
Here’s what you can do! 
 
1. Circulate this information in your 

organization or workplace.  
 

2. Contact your local government 
representatives, MLA, the Premier, and 
Ministers Bennett and Pimm to ask for an 
opportunity to discuss any changes to the 
ALR and ALC beyond those already 
approved by government and outlined in 
the ALC Chair’s October 4 message.    
 

3. Copy your MP on your letters or emails. 
You can use the BC Food Systems 
Network’s action alert for local 
government, or our media backgrounder, 
to help write your letter. 
 

4. Organize a Town Hall meeting to promote 
discussion and action around farmland 
protection.  There is a kit on our website. 

 

5. Sign the online petition “Premier Christy 
Clark: Hands off BC’s Agricultural Land 
Commission”.  

 

6. Get signatures on petitions in your town 
(each petition can be referred to in the 
Legislature).  

 

7. Like and post to the ALR Watch 
Facebook page.  

 

8. Like and post to the Farmland Defence 
League Facebook page and buy and 
wear their buttons.  

 

9. Like and post to the Farmland Protection 
Coalition Facebook page.  

 
10. Get ready for a big rally at the Legislature 

on February 10, Family Day, and a day of 
action across BC! 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Website www.bcfsn.org 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/alrwatch 
Twitter @ALRWatch https://twitter.com/ALRwatch 

 

 

 
 

BC’s Farmland 
Must Be 

Protected! 
 
We have learned of provincial 
government threats to the 
Agricultural Land Reserve and the 
Agricultural Land Commission. 
   
It's pretty simple. BC’s farmland 
is scarce, less than 5% of the 
provincial land base, and it’s 
shrinking. In an age when we 
cannot rely on food imports, we 
must aim to produce as much 
food as we can locally.  
 
Preservation of farmland is 
crucial. We must ensure that we 
protect our farm base and support 
the farmers and ranchers who 
produce our food.  
 

http://www.alc.gov.bc.ca/
http://fooddemocracy.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/BCFSN-action-alert-on-ALR-and-Core-Review-for-local-government.pdf
http://fooddemocracy.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/BCFSN-action-alert-on-ALR-and-Core-Review-for-local-government.pdf
http://bcfsn.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/2013-11-08-BCFSN-media-backgrounder-re-ALR-and-ALC.pdf
http://www.change.org/en-CA/petitions/premier-christy-clark-hands-off-bc-s-agricultural-land-commission
http://www.change.org/en-CA/petitions/premier-christy-clark-hands-off-bc-s-agricultural-land-commission
http://www.change.org/en-CA/petitions/premier-christy-clark-hands-off-bc-s-agricultural-land-commission
https://www.facebook.com/alrwatch
https://www.facebook.com/alrwatch
https://www.facebook.com/groups/farmlanddefenceleague/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/farmlanddefenceleague/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/FarmlandProtection
https://www.facebook.com/FarmlandProtection
http://www.bcfsn.org/
https://www.facebook.com/alrwatch
https://twitter.com/ALRwatch
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Agricultural Lands =  
Food Security 

 
The Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) was 
established in BC in 1973. In the ensuing 40 years 
it has become known in North America and around 
the world as a forward-thinking and effective 
planning tool to prevent farmland loss. Other 
jurisdictions envy the BC model!  
 
We need a province-wide farmland protection 
strategy in the form of the ALR (a zoning tool 
based on soil and climatic potential), and we need 
an administrator independent of government in the 
form of the Agricultural Land Commission (ALC).   
 
The provincial government is considering 
proposals to change the ALR and ALC in ways 
that will significantly threaten our food supply:  
1. Dividing the ALR into two zones, which would 
significantly weaken the protection for lands north 
and east of the Okanagan (comprising about 89% 
of the current 4.6 million hectares in the ALR).  
2. Weakening the ALC’s decision-making powers 
and changing its mandate to include economic 
development priorities (such oil and gas) and 
giving the BC Oil and Gas Commission decision-
making priority over the ALC in most of BC. 
3. Giving local governments more say, if they 
choose, on what can happen on farmland, which 
leaves the ALR much more vulnerable to 
development pressures.   
 
Any of these proposed changes would destroy 
the ALC and ALR as we know them. 
 
In addition, we will see the exclusion of 5,116  
hectares of some of BC’s highest-quality farmland  
if the Site C dam project is approved.  The Minister 
of Energy, Honourable Bill Bennett, has informed 
the Chair of BC Hydro that, upon approval, the 
provincial government will remove these lands 
from the ALR and the ALC’s jurisdiction.  This 

would be the single largest exclusion in the 40-
year history of the ALR and ALC.   
To date, neither BC citizens nor the ALC have 
been adequately consulted about how these 
changes will impact BC’s agricultural ands.  
Citizens must ask: What about our farms, and the 
future of our food?   
 
Instead of eroding the ALR and ALC, we 
should be retaining and strengthening them.   
 

 
 

Ronald Wright, author of A Short History of 
Progress (2004), summarized the key message 

of his book regarding the collapse of 
civilizations as: “Don’t build on your 
agricultural land.  Don’t build on your 
agricultural land.  Don’t build on your 

agricultural land.” 

This is basic wisdom. 
 

We must 
take care  

of our farmland  
 
We must: 
 
1. Retain the ALR as one zone for 

the whole province 

2. Retain the ALC as a province-
wide, independent 
administrative body with judicial 
powers (as it has now) 

3. If changes are to be 
considered, conduct a 
province-wide consultation 
process with the ALC and those 
affected by its decisions: 
farmers, ranchers, local 
government and citizens 
(eaters all!) 

 

Act now to make 
your concerns 

known! 


