2021 IMPACT REPORT
PROTECTING WILD PLACES
A N D B U I L D I N G S U S TA I N A B L E C O M M U N I T I E S
SINCE 1994

YOU ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Your contribution in 2021 is making a big impact.
Thank you for your generosity, we hope you enjoy reading about the
impacts your contributions to the EcoSociety have made over this year.
Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have any feedback or questions.
Sincerely,

Laura Johnsons,
Development Associate

Montana Burgess,
Executive Director
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100% RENEWABLE KOOTENAYS

Photo: Louis Bockner

GOAL: Build more support for climate action in the West Kootenay by helping
more communities commit to transition to renewable energy, and supporting local
governments to make commitments & take next steps on the path to 100%

IMPACT BY NUMBERS

2 new communities say yes to 100% Renewable Energy: Creston & Fruitvale
11 total local governments committed to 100% Renewable Energy
6 municipalities adopted West Kootenay 100% Renewable Energy Plan
4 local government 100% renewable energy working group meetings supported
3 meetings with heavy industry labour unions
1 meeting with BC Utilities Commission
150 downloads of 100% Renewable Energy in Your Community: Playbook & Toolkit
350 people attended the David Suzuki online talk we supported the
LCCDTS Sustainability Committee to host

1 new campaign launched to stop taxpayer funded handouts to fossil fuel companies
1 doctors and nurses group supported to effectively organize and write letters to the editor
together
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“Working with the EcoSociety has been
a game changer for Rossland. Small
municipalities like ours just don’t have the
resources to get to all the projects that
are essential for our transition to a low
carbon future. With the facilitation provided by
the EcoSociety to our regional group of eleven
local governments committed to reliance on
100% renewable energy by 2050, we are making
concrete steps towards our goals. The EcoSociety
has been an essential partner. Their people are
competent, personable and efficient.”

“

Mayor Kathy Moore, Rossland

“I’m grateful, and so are all the volunteers
that worked with Natasha at the West
Kootenay Ecosociety on the 100%
Renewable Kootenays initiative because
of their great work supporting Kootenay
communities transition to a cleaner future. The
Creston Climate Action Society volunteers had
worked with the Town of Creston staff as well who
were incredibly supportive. We are elated with
the outcome and will now roll up our sleeves to
partner with the Town to educate ourselves and
residents of the Creston Valley to transition to
using renewable energy.”

“

Our toolkit and playbook
was distributed to
community organizations
across North America

Elizabeth, Creston volunteer and donor
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DEEP ENGAGEMENT
CANVASSING PROJECT
PROBLEM:

Climate change and energy are polarizing
topics, especially outside of progressive
urban centres. Polling shows 45% of
Canadians agree climate change is a real
problem but aren’t informed or engaged
yet, so their support is not reliable have
political will for lasting policy changes we
need rural, as well as urban Canadians, to
support the clean energy transition.

“Supporting my local
EcoSociety team has given
me the voice I wouldn’t
otherwise have in helping
bring about meaningful
change in my community”
Grant, Trail volunteer and donor

IMPACT BY NUMBERS

ACTION:

We’re using the deep canvassing method,
developed from US social movements, to
help more than 1 in 3 rural people resolve
their internal conflict and shift their beliefs
and behaviours in a lasting way to support
more government action on climate and
100% clean energy. We are now completing
our pilot in Trail and laying the groundwork
to expand this project to other small, rural,
and suburban towns.
1st deep canvass program in Canada
1st complete deep canvass program on
climate & energy anywhere

5,299 phones called
550 doors knocked
968 conversations
1 in 3 are more supportive
762 people in Trail supportive
100% renewable energy
36 trained volunteer canvassers
4 skills building workshops

Photo: Clean 50

The Deep Engagement Project won 2022 Clean 50 Awards for a Top Project and Emerging Leader for Montana Burgess’ leadership.
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LIVING HERE
Goal:
Reinforce and amplify the messages and
language that we see working from the
deep canvass by telling personal solutions
stories of relatable people.
“I absolutey love where we live, right here in the
Kootenays. I want my family to experience and
clean air, water and wild mountains when they
come to visit me every year and I don’t want to
risk loosing what we have. Donating every month
to support ongoing action with EcoSociety makes
me feel like there is a stronger chance that we can
keep living in paradise for a little bit longer.”

IMPACT BY NUMBERS

19,000 readers
36 stories published
7 published in local paper
3 published in issue magazine
1 in-print edition delivered to doors

of the people we have deep canvassed.

Conrad, monthly donor

“Just have to tell you once again how much I am enjoying your
upbeat and informative stories on what is Living Here!!”
Tina, subscriber.
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I live in a caring
community. Our
community has been
standing up for,
fighting for the watersheds for a
long time. I’m very grateful to be
living in this type of community.
We just keep putting one
foot in front of the other,
trying trying trying.”

“

Dianne Luchtan from
Living Here’s Rural
Residents United to
Protect Their Water
Source story.

TAKE LIVING HERE HOME
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FARMS
TO FRIENDS
Goal:
Support local food sustainability by
connecting people in-need across the
West Kootenays with local fresh food
delivered to their doorstep each week.
Action:
This year we almost doubled our
efforts by delivering healthy food to
79 households on a weekly basis, and
delivering an additional Holiday Hamper
during the month of December.

IMPACT BY NUMBERS

4225 bags delivered to
10 towns
79 weekly deliveries
87 households supported
12 local food producers supported

Providing a reliable stream of healthy
food has been vitally important for
families during this year, especially
during months during the summer and
autumn when the province and local
grocery stores were impacted by forest
fires and flooding. Through these times
of hardship, our volunteers ensured each
Farms to Friend participant could have
fair access to healthy food.
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HEAR FROM
OUR FARMS
TO FRIENDS
RECIPIENTS
“Thank you so much for giving me an
opportunity to receive Farms to Friends bags.
I appreciate the entire team, you all are
blessings to families like mine!”
-- Khush, Castlegar

“Thank you so much for my first bag of
groceries… arugula, bokchoy, eggs, pasta…
I am grateful and touched at the generosity
and kindness as caring community is created.
I was a school teacher. Now, I am in my 70’s,
and struggle on many levels, including
economic. This gesture of support means a lot
and reinforces my belief in the Canada I have
always believed in…everyone matters. Thank
you and bless you.”
-- Victoria, Nelson

“I am just so thrilled to support a program
that connects kids and families in need in the
region with reliable access to healthy, local
food.”
-- Elizabeth, Winlaw
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DEFENDING NATURE
Goal: Defend Grohman Narrows

Goal: Defend Old Growth Forest

KEEP AT-RISK PAINTED TURTLES
ALIVE IN GROHMAN NARROWS
PROVINCIAL PARK

CONSERVE THE LAST REMAINING
OLD GROWTH FORESTS IN BC
IMPACT BY NUMBERS

IMPACT BY NUMBERS

1597 petition signatures

30+ letters sent

303 letters sent
34 business signatories
3 profiles of everyday people
7 media stories
2 resolutions passed by local

governments in West Kootenay

3

MLA meetings

2 Minister of Forests Lands Natural
Resource Operations and Rural
Development meetings

2 Ministry staff meetings
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COMMUNITIES
IN NATURE

Goal: Encourage community to address
concerns for Zincton proposal through
BC public input period

IMPACT BY NUMBERS
people attended
		 letter writing event

16

Goal: Defend threatened watersheds
in the West Kootenay

IMPACT BY NUMBERS

2 Preliminary Nature-Based Plans
in development

1,800 community water
users supported

7 watersheds engaged
“Volunteering to protect the old
growth forests with the West Kootenay
Ecosociety empowers me. It makes me
feel like I do have power to help protect
the environment for future generations.
It makes my actions have purpose in my
own backyard. Ecosociety has helped
me feel more informed too. I learn lots
about the different actions we can take
as citizens, it makes me feel engaged
in my community which is an important
element to well being.”
Alexandra, Nelson volunteer
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21 people supported
with employment

Through nature-based planning, West Kootenay
EcoSociety is creating employment opportunities,
building community partnerships, and helping to
secure fresh water for future generations. We’re
excited to support this important work through the
Healthy Watersheds Initiative.”
Leanne Sexsmith, Real Estate Foundation of BC,
project funder.
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JUSTICE, EQUITY,
DIVERSITY & INCLUSIVITY
Goal: Make the EcoSociety a safe space for staff and volunteers to be
able to show up fully as themselves.

IMPACT BY NUMBERS
20,000+ supporters
416 members
$65 average one-time donation
$15 average monthly donation
23 staff • 7 summer staff
7 board members
10 queer community identifying staff and board members
6 Indigenous, Black, People of Colour identifying staff members
5 staff and board JEDI trainings and workshops
65 completed deep interviews with marginalized local people on their

GET OUT THE
VOTE - FEDERAL
ELECTION 2021

2 ridings candidates’

surveys on
key issues released

21 GOTV hours
955 calls made
70 people made a 		
voting plan who
would not have 		
voted

priorities for poverty reduction and the renewable energy transition

2 Indigenous “holidays” marked through days of learning
2 work parties at local Sinixt pit house
1 new guaranteed living income campaign launched
1 Indigenous Peoples honouring and acknowledgment statement

17.7% helped vote
84 calls made to
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Farms to Friends 		
households
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Staff member Arlo helps keep
watersheds safe with our
Community in Nature project.

“As the newest member of the EcoSociety
team, I have had the privilege of attending two
onboarding training sessions centered on antioppression and a workshop given by the local
Indigenous peoples, the Autonomous Sinixt. This
training has been invaluable and has given me
a better understanding of their unique history
and ongoing struggles in the place that I now
live and work on.
Josh Drozda, Deputy Executive Director

“As a board member, it has been an honor
to participate in the JEDI trainings with
the core EcoSociety staff, volunteers, and
consultants. Not only has this training created
a more holistic and fair work environment
for our team, but it supported a deeper
understanding of the disproportionate
impacts climate change has on our society’s
most vulnerable communities, who are not
always able to advocate for themselves. ”
Avery Deboer-Smith, Chair of the EcoSociety
Board of Directors

“I like volunteering with EcoSociety because I
want to contribute my little part to protecting
the sustainability of the environment. As an
international student, volunteering with EcoSociety
has allowed me to learn, connect with friends
and develop myself. From the first days working
with Natasha Edmunds-Organizing Director, my
English wasn’t good enough. Still, she always tried
to allow me to improve my English and help me
find a good job in Canada. Later, I met Raymond
Belmonte, EcoSociety Digital Organizer. He always
supports and helps me enthusiastically so that I
can gain as much experience as possible when I
volunteer with the organization. ””

“Volunteering with the EcoSociety was a
fulfilling, fun, and enriching experience. The
EcoSociety works hard to create a strong and
supportive team environment, and prepares
volunteers for meaningful and sometimes
challenging conversations. It was a great
opportunity to speak to members of our
West Kootenay community that we may not
interact directly with on issues that matter.”
Aaron, deep engagement canvassing volunteer

Thị Mận Lê (Maya), data volunteer
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