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Summary

This is a report on settler history written by settlers. Indigenous historical accounts are

available as part of this project:

Laird and Glade Cultural Land Assessment

Sinixt History

The Laird Creek watershed is highly valued by local residents for its pristine water,

fertile soils, and ecological diversity. For generations, the creek has been a dependable

resource for agricultural, domestic, and small business use, and the community is

invested in preserving this resource for future generations. Water users wish to protect

the watershed’s resilience and longevity of their water resource through maintaining

a healthy intact ecosystem.

The Laird Creek community has been actively opposing forestry development for

decades through meetings and correspondence with forestry agencies, petitions,

complaints to the Forest Practices Board (FPB), and speaking with and writing letters

to government officials. Strong community opposition has not been enough to affect

industry objectives. In 2011, a landslide was caused by surface runoff from a BC Timber

Sales (BCTS) logging road and disrupted the local water supply for months. BCTS

provided bottled water, yet residents bore the cost of repairing and replacing

damaged water infrastructure and household appliances. Laird Creek water users

continue in strong opposition as Cooper Creek Cedar Ltd. (CCC) extends the once

deactivated road and plans to harvest two more cutblocks.
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Failed by the current regulatory regime, the community hopes to change provincial

legislation around consumptive-use watersheds. As the community anticipates future

ecosystem stressors from climate change, they believe public interest should hold

more weight in decision-making processes. For snow-dominated watersheds, climate

change studies predict increases in spring flooding and summer droughts, issues that

clear-cutting makes worse. Laird Creek water users have united with other water users

from the RDCK area E to magnify their concerns and create a collective vision for

sustainable resource management through Nature-Directed Stewardship. They hope

that community togetherness and plans focused on healthy ecosystem function can

bring about positive change that protects water resources and biodiversity and builds

climate change resilience.

Introduction

The Laird Creek watershed, located in Balfour, BC, at the confluence of the West Arm

of Kootenay Lake northeast of Nelson, BC, has been a dependable source of water to

the local community for generations. Residential, agricultural, commercial, and

tourism developments are dependent on Laird Creek water. Little historical logging

has occurred within the watershed due to its steep terrain. The steep, south-facing

slopes and complex topography put the watershed at particularly high risk for

ecosystem and water degradation from road and logging development.

In 2011, water quality was jeopardized when a landslide caused by logging activity

dumped 2000 m3 of debris into the creek resulting in damaged household and
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irrigation water infrastructure and months of reliance on bottled water. Given the

watershed’s unstable slopes, the residents anticipated the disaster, but strong

opposition through correspondence, formal complaints, and petitions did not curb

the harvest plans of BC Timber Sales (BCTS). The conclusion of this event resulted in

BC taxpayers being responsible for costs for logging road reclamation and bottled

water for the community.

Ten years later, the Laird Creek community is reliving the experience as CCC has

reactivated and extended the road above the 2011 landslide area with plans to harvest.

Again, actions taken by the community fail to impact development plans. Laird water

users have lost trust in forestry companies and perceive the risk imposed on water

quality by current harvest plans to be too high.

Considering future climate predictions, the community does not want any additional

industrial stresses put on their watershed. A healthy, intact watershed will be more

resilient to the increases in summer drought and extreme surface runoff events that

are predicted by climate change studies (IPCC, 2007). Surface runoff is a threat to

water quality as it avoids natural underground filtration systems and carries surface

substrates to waterways below. An immediate influx of surface water can lead to

flooding and/or slope failures (USGS, 2018). Alterations in surface drainage patterns

from road and logging development can cause slope failures by redirecting water to

unstable terrain. Intact forests ease surface runoff through evapotranspiration,

precipitation interception, and shading the forest floor during spring melt. Likewise,

intact forests stabilize steep slopes with their root systems, moderate summer heat,
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and retain moisture, lending to healthy, diverse ecosystems that promote water

quality and sustained summer flows (Bhardwaj, 2020). The Laird Creek community

values the health and resilience of the watershed that naturally provides them with

clean and reliable water.

So far, engagement with forestry companies has the community feeling left out of the

decision-making process and reaching for a new strategy to protect their water source

through a Nature-Directed Stewardship Plan. Laird wants to bring Nature-Directed

Stewardship to land-use decision-makers to engage constructively in planning and

decision-making processes.

Community of Laird Creek

Nestled in the Selkirk mountains, Laird Creek is located within the community of

Balfour, BC. The approximately 17-km2 reservoir of Laird Creek discharges into the west

arm of Kootenay Lake halfway between Nelson and Kaslo. Balfour is known for

Kootenay Lake Ferry—the longest free ferry in the world—and world-class fishing of

Rainbow Trout and Kokanee Salmon. Given its central location for Kootenay tourism,

thousands of travelers pass through each year. Balfour offers fishing, hiking, biking,

golfing, boating, beachfronts, artisans, and dining (Nelson Kootenay Lake, n.d.). Balfour

Resort and Marina sits within the Laird Creek watershed and contains 50 RV sites for

summer visitors.
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Sitting on an alluvial plain, Laird Creek has rich, fertile soils with many properties

within the Agricultural Land Reserve (Figure 1; Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural

Resources and Rural Development, 2021b). Most community members are avid

gardeners. Laird Creek Essentials is a locally owned and operated business selling

homegrown and locally wildcrafted products - medicinal plants and heritage seeds.

Heuston Farms has been using the water from Laird Creek since 1925 and is the most

significant water user of the creek (Lord, 2021).

Laird Creek provides water to 55 to 150 permanent and seasonal residential homes

including Heuston Farms, Balfour Resort & Marina, and Lake Shore Place. The tourist

development, Nelson RV Park & Marina, and the Balfour Harrop fire hall also rely on

water from the creek. Creek water is diverted to water users through shared,

gravity-fed lines or pumps from 10 independently managed water boxes. Individuals

from the community volunteer to clear fallen trees and accumulated debris that

affect their water intake systems. All residents consume tap water without

chlorination or other chemical treatment. Most residents have a single filter to block

silt from clogging appliances and taps, and a few use a triple filtration and UV system.

Balfour Resort and Nelson RV Park are required to take water samples and submit

them to Health Authorities. Six households in the Laird Creek community obtain

groundwater from wells.

The residents that rely on the watershed care deeply for the natural environment and

their pristine water source. Many families have lived and worked here for multiple

generations and hope to preserve water resources for generations to come (Lord,
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2021). Logging development has become a pressing concern for Laird Creek water

users. The 2011 landslide affected the personal lives of all water users when they had to

rely on bottled water and repair and replace water infrastructure. In 2019, CCC

clear-cut CP 410-1 (Map 1) upslope and adjacent to a resident’s property; the resident

has since noticed stronger winds and more sun, resulting in blowdown and

vegetation changes. The community working group, Laird Creek Water Users (LCWU),

was established to provide community support and represent the vested interests

and concerns of water users to help protect their water resource.
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Watershed Participants

July 2018 community field trip of the 2012 recontoured road above the 2011 slide. Photo credit:

Al Walters.

LCWU is a community working group that represents the vested water values and

concerns of community members. To protect their valued water resource, they

engage with government bodies and forest agencies through correspondence,

petitions, meetings, and field trips. Small businesses such as the Heuston Farms,

Nelson RV Park & Marina, Balfour Resort & Marina and Laird Creek Essentials rely on

Laird Creek watershed for their livelihoods. Some members of the community enjoy

hiking and camping in the subalpine region around Hazeldean and Noakes Lakes.
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Recent Settlement

In 1889 a pre-emption claim was staked on present-day Balfour by surveyor Charles

Westly Busk and a general store, townsite, orchard, hotel, ranch, and brick company

were soon established. Many orchards were planted on the virgin soils of the alluvial

plain in the early 1900s. The area received a lot of traffic as settlers came to become

orchardists and Fraser Landing was established as a terminal for sternwheelers and

the SS Nasookin. Fraser Landing became arguably the most important landing on the

West Arm when a railway line opened from Kootenay Landing to Proctor in 1931. In

1947 the MV Anscomb was launched by the BC Ministry of Transport and terminals

were changed to Balfour. Balfour has since subsumed Fraser’s Landing (Nesteroff,

2013b; Alistair, 2011).

Historical logging was limited and sparse within the Laird Creek watershed. In the

1890s, locals harvested in the area to supply the Kootenay Mining and Smelting

company across the lake with charcoal (Wilson, 2008). The Nelson Forest Region was

heavily logged in the early 1900s—via horse and flume logging—as the railway line

and navigable waterway provided industrial transport options (Gayton & Wrangler,

2003). Adjacent to the main channel of Laird Creek and up the east bank there are

remnant stumps and a series of logging trails likely older than 70 years (Sitkum

Consulting Ltd., 2005).

In 1992, the Ministry of Forest (MoF) founded the West Arm Demonstration Forest

(WADF) in response to public concern for forest management practices in the area
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(Smith & Delong, 1999). Laird Creek was used as an undeveloped reference site in a

10-year study of the effects of forest roads and harvesting on hydrology. They collected

water samples for sediment concentrations, and recorded discharge, turbidity, and

weather station data from freshet through to September (Jordan, 2010). The MoF

continued taking water turbidity measurements in 2004 and 2005. BC Timber Sales

(BCTS) held tenure between 2004 and 2017 (Ministry of FLNRORD, 2021a).

According to community members, in 1885 a forest fire swept across nearly half the

watershed. There have been six small forest fires recorded in the watershed since (BC

Wildfire Service, 2021).

The steep slopes of the Laird Creek watershed give way to a history of slope failure,

both naturally occurring and due to logging practices. In a terrain study, Utzig (1997, as

cited in Henderson & Toews, 2004) identified 23 historical landslides mostly in the

mid-elevations on both sides of the stream. Adjacent to the creek, there are a series of

slope failures, about 50 years old, trailing downslope from old logging trails (Sitkum

Consulting Ltd., 2005). The last significant natural event occurred in November 1999,

when the main channel was destabilized, and water supply and quality were

disrupted for local water users (Sitkum Consulting Ltd., 2011).

In May 2011, a landslide in the BCTS operating area, downslope of Laird Creek Forest

Service Road (FSR) dumped 2,000 m3 of debris into Laird Creek (Figure 2). The event

was attributed to modified drainage from the logging road, where high volumes of

surface water during a period of rapid snowmelt transported to the steep slopes lower
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down, causing a failure (Forest Practices Board, 2013). The landslide damaged water

infrastructure, destroyed household appliances, and disrupted water supply to 150 to

200 residents for two months in 2011, and for another month during the following

spring runoff as high sediment content compromised water quality and clogged

water lines (Lord, 2021; FPB, 2013). BCTS provided the community with bottled water

during the three months without access to clean water at BC taxpayer expense

(Metcalfe, 2020).

Land Base

Of primary importance to the Laird Creek community is access to clean, reliable water

for drinking, irrigation, domestic, and small business use. Bottled water was of no use

to the irrigation systems of Heuston Farms and the many gardeners of Laird Creek

after the 2011 landslide (Lord, 2021).

The community is also concerned for the watershed’s resilience towards further

climatic changes. In recent years, a warmer, drier climate has led to shifts in

vegetation and an absence in Kokanee Salmon (W. Erickson, personal

communication, August 20, 2021). The community would like to see the ecosystem as

naturally intact as possible and a healthy, stable forest is the watershed’s best line of

defense against increasingly extreme weather events (Lord, 2021). Increased snow

accumulation and snowmelt rates caused by logging will exacerbate larger surface

runoff events expected for climate change (Kura et al., 2012).
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Currently the catchment supports diverse wildlife including eagles, osprey, owls, bears,

coyotes, racoons, skunks, rabbits, bobcats, cougars, picas, weasels, ungulates, snakes,

and lizards. Laird Creek watershed exists within the boreal and northern mountain

caribou range and, under the Kootenay-Boundary Higher Level Plan (KBLHP),

contains management areas pertaining to Ungulate Winter Ranges (UWR), critical

habitat (CH) for federally-listed species at risk (SARA), old growth (OGMA), and visual

quality objectives (VQO) (Figures 3 to 7; Ministry of FLNRORD, 2021b). Blue-listed

species at risk found here during the 2021 field work of West Kootenay EcoSociety

include whitebark pine (Pinus albicaulis), banded tiger snail (Anguispira kochi

occidentalis), and moonwort (Botrychium montanum).

The natural beauty of the area is a main drawing point for tourism. Tourism is

particularly valued by stakeholders of Nelson RV Park & Marina and Balfour Resort &

Marina where units are seasonally rented out. The Noakes-Hazeldean Lakes subalpine

region is a classified Recreation Area where locals enjoy the lakeside, and partake in

hiking, ski touring, and primitive camping (Kestell, 2018). Recently a recreation tenure

application was made to gain access to Noaks Lake for snowmobiling. The catchment

also falls within a limited entry hunting (LEH) zone for mountain goats (Figure 8;

GeoBC, 2010) and a trapline area (Figure 9; Ministry of FLNRORD, 2021b).

Industrial Development

There has been no mining within the Laird Creek watershed, the closest mineral titles

are near Crescent Bay, and Ainsworth (BC Geological Survey, n.d.).
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BC Timber Sales (BCTS) acquired tenure in 2004 and proposed road and cutblock

development on the east end of the catchment to salvage dead and dying lodgepole

pine. Despite strong opposition to the seven switchbacks and cutblock development

above unstable, steep terrain, BCTS constructed the Laird Creek FSR in 2004 and 2005

and harvested cutblocks 14-49 (TSL A63763) and 14-60 (TSL A54430) between 2005

and 2007 (Figure 9; FPB, 2013). After the 2011 landslide, BCTS deconstructed,

decompacted, and recontoured the entire 4.1-km road upslope of the unstable area

and reseeded the slide channel with grass to reduce the risks of further landslides or

erosion (Nesteroff, 2013a).

CCC acquired tenure in the area in 2017 in the re-assignment of the Annual Allowable

Cut in the Kootenay Lake Timber Supply Area. Plans to reactivate and extend the

deactivated road by 2.5 km and develop cutblocks 404-3, 404-4, and 410-1 were

presented by CCC at an “open house” meeting at Balfour Hall (Figure 10). Strong and

continuous opposition by residents wasn’t able to change the intentions of CCC. In

2019, CP 410-1 (FL A30171) on the west end of the catchment was developed and, due

to a windthrow event, CCC did not meet their target retention level. CCC reactivated

and extended Laird Creek FSR (R21925-extension) in the fall of 2020 and still plans to

harvest cutblocks 404-3 and 404-4 on the east end of the catchment.

During 2021 fieldwork, the blue-listed species banded tiger snail (Anguispira kochi

occidentalis) was found across the lower eastern slopes of the catchment, with a

significant presence within the proposed cutblock 404-4. The blue-listed species
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moonwort (Botrychium montanum) was also found within cutblock 404-4. There

have also been sightings of Northern Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis), another blue-listed

species. Residents value the biodiversity of the Laird Creek watershed and are

additionally concerned that the road reactivation and harvesting of cutblocks 404-3

and 404-4 put their water resources at high risk of another landslide. In December of

2021, an email was sent to residents stating CCC is scheduling further road

construction on the lower Balfour face to access cutblocks 404-6 and 404-15 (Figure

11). These cutblocks are situated above Balfour residential housing in the

neighbouring watershed.

Recreational Use

Until logging roads were built in recent years, most of the Laird Creek watershed has

been inaccessible to the public for recreational use. A forest service road in the

neighbouring watershed, Redfish, provides access to a hiking trail that extends into

the subalpine lakes region of Laird Creek. The Noakes-Hazeldean Lakes subalpine

region is classified as a Recreation Area. In 2021, She Shreds Mountain Adventures

proposed a tenure to take snowmobiles into this subalpine terrain from Redfish

(Figure 12). Many saplings of the blue-listed species-at-risk whitebark pine (Pinus

albicaulis) were found within this area during West Kootenay EcoSociety’s 2021 field

season.
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Community Action

Community members of Laird Creek have been very active in trying to protect their

watershed against risks associated with logging. Many members of the community

got involved with West Arm Demonstration Forest (1992–2004) through attending

meetings, compiling detailed questions to the MoF, and reviewing their final report.

After BCTS acquired the area in 2004, and proposed plans to develop Laird Creek FSR

and cutblocks 14-49 and 14-60, LCWU met with technical consultants and identified

and outlined concerns in detail with BCTS regarding the scope, content, and

thoroughness of the reports. Through meetings and correspondence with BCTS,

LCWU made their opposition very clear regarding the risks associated with dense

road-building and harvesting over very steep (class 5) terrain.

When the district manager approved the cutblock and road development in the fall of

2004, LCWU met with BCTS to raise questions about their decision to proceed,

presented a petition with 80 signatures, and filed a complaint (file #040598) with the

British Columbia Forest Practices Board (FPB) regarding the proposed development.

They cited inadequate risk assessments, the lack of a drainage plan, and a failure to

follow recommendations made by registered professionals including a hydrologist

and a geomorphologist. They asked for the preparation of a drainage plan,

modifications to the development including less road density, and a thorough

assessment of the cumulative effects of the development (FPB, 2005). By

recommendation of the FPB, BCTS had a drainage plan prepared in July 2005, before
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logging commenced in November (Sitkum Consulting Ltd., 2005). The final FPB

report for the 2004 complaint investigation was completed in December 2005, and

declared that BCTS adequately addressed slope stability issues in the development

plan (FPB, 2005).

After the 2011 landslide, LCWU submitted a second complaint to the FPB

(investigation #111006) asking them to investigate how the development process of

BCTS failed to protect water values and the public interest. Particularly they wanted

the board to determine whether risks were adequately addressed and if there was a

lack of due diligence or flaws in the regulatory regime that contributed to the

landslide. They also wanted to know if the earlier FPB investigation was thorough

enough, whether the slide assessment was free of bias, and whether a system of

independent, professional oversight would have provided a better result. The second

FPB investigation was equally disappointing to community members as the board

stated that BCTS was diligent in their planning according to the Forest and Range

Practices Act (FPB, 2013). The purpose of the second complaint was to establish how

the system had failed despite BCTS meeting the requirements, not just to repeat the

fact that all the required boxes had been checked.
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2011 Laird Slide - landslide headscarp. Photo by Tedd Robertson.

When tenure of the watershed was transferred to CCC in 2017, residents went to the

“open house” meeting at Balfour Hall and expressed strong disapproval of the plan to

re-open and extend the deactivated road and develop cutblocks 404-3 and 404-4.

Many water users attended a field trip to discuss and view the road with CCC

professionals and remained unanimously opposed to the re-opening. In 2018, LCWU

signed a petition asking for independent oversight and evaluation of proposed

logging plans and met with their MLA Michelle Mungall in her Nelson constituency

office to discuss specific concerns regarding the road above the 2011 landslide and

issues of logging in domestic use watersheds. LCWU continually expressed concerns
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about development plans to CCC in meetings and correspondence despite little

receptivity. In 2020, LCWU sent Premier Horgan a letter asking for a moratorium on

the proposed road extension and involved cutblocks (Metcalfe, 2020).

In recent years, LCWU has been exploring a more science-based approach, in hopes

that presenting current, place-based data to decision-makers will give their concerns

more weight. For the last three years (2019 to present) LCWU has been recording

turbidity, conductivity, water level, and temperature measurements to compare with

future events in case of any significant increase in sedimentation. The data have been

combined with the records from the Ministry of Forest dating back to 1992 and can be

found on the Columbia Basin Water Hub (LCWU, 2021).

In February 2020, LCWU applied for the Columbia Basin Watershed Network (CBWN)

summer mapping program as an opportunity to have the watershed mapped with

current data. Eight maps were produced by Kyla Workun (2020) in collaboration with

Herb Hammond, RPF, Greg Utzig, P.Ag, and Al Walters, who provided data, historical

information, and consultation.

That same year LCWU met with other water users of the Regional District of Central

Kootenay (RDCK) Area E to create group unity and work together towards a common

goal. They decided that calling in a scientific group would provide a stronger basis to

meaningfully advocate for the watersheds they rely on, bring change, and build water

security for the future (Lord, 2021). The Area E Watershed Steering Committee was

established to develop goals and a common vision for Nature-Directed Stewardship in
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Area E. West Kootenay EcoSociety was asked to apply for funding and manage a

foundational project to initiate Nature-Directed Stewardship designed by scientific

experts for Area E watersheds.

When LCWU received a stakeholder referral letter from CCC regarding the cutting

permit for cutblocks 404-3 and 404-4 (FL A30171) in February 2021, three independent

scientific experts reviewed CCC’s road construction and harvest plans to identify

potential consequences for the watershed. The experts wrote a detailed

memorandum that outlined flaws in CCC’s planning and execution that have a

significant risk of harming water users and ecosystem health, including not

accounting for climate change; failure to implement road recommendations through

a wetland, thus ineffectively maintaining natural drainage; inadequate biodiversity

analysis that does not account for productive old-growth and rare/endangered

species; and the inevitable water-quality degradation from erosion of the unstable

slopes below development areas. They ultimately recommended removing the

watershed from the Timber Harvesting Land Base (THLB), and that Laird Creek be

protected as a climate change refugium, and for its water, biodiversity, and

old-growth values. If harvesting was to proceed, a “no-fault” bond was suggested to

cover potential losses to the community. CCC and their hired consultants responded

by dismissing the concerns and suggestions, insisting that their plans were adequate.

The memorandum was sent to the BC local Forest Management District office

because the requested land-use changes were beyond CCC’s scope.
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The re-built logging road along the previously recontoured road above the 2011
landslide. Culvert ‘B’, low side. Photo from Laird community archives.

Currently, LCWU is writing letters of opposition to the proposed tenure from She

Shreds Mountain Adventures to take snowmobiles into the subalpine terrain. This

development doesn’t align with the priorities of water users to conserve the health

and stability of the catchment.
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Looking Forward

Laird Creek watershed field day. Photo by Ryan Durand.

Laird Creek residents rely on the pristine water of Laird Creek for domestic,

commercial, and agricultural livelihoods, and are invested in the longevity and

resilience of this resource. Due to their arduous and ongoing involvement with

logging agencies, the community is dismayed by the current regulatory system. In

their experience, CCC and BCTS have essentially governed themselves through the

professional reliance model, which has resulted in conflict of interest in
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decision-making and absence of accountability for risks taken. Risks are left to the

community to manage in time, labour, and cost. LCWU has sought to bring

awareness to the systemic flaws and imbalances between stakeholders through

formal complaints to the Forest Practices Board but finds their concerns are

disregarded in the current system.

The Laird Creek community wants provincial legislation for consumptive-use

watersheds to reflect the needs of water users and to consider climate change

resilience and biodiversity values. They remain hopeful that public unity and

Nature-Directed Stewardship will help serve this mission and protect their watershed

from further development. In the spring of 2021, West Kootenay EcoSociety began the

project Community in Nature, laying the foundational work for Nature-Directed

Stewardship in Area E. The watersheds Laird Creek and Glade were chosen as the

primary focus. Experts are working to create Preliminary Nature-Directed Stewardship

for water users to understand and plan for their long-term resilience. The community

has access to a set of maps depicting landscape features that are considered essential

for protecting drinking water, climate change resilience, and biodiversity protection,

and a report to help interpret the maps and understand the reasoning behind the

methods.
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Map Index

Figure 1: Agricultural Land Reserves polygon (ALR Poly ID: 4881679) that overlaps the

Laird Creek watershed polygon (yellow with blue outline). ALR is an area of land that

is designated agricultural land and subject to rules and restrictions for use (Ministry

of FLNRORD, 2021b).
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Figure 2: BCTS road and cutblock development between 2004 and 2007. Balfour

Face FSR extends into Laird Creek FSR and the seven switchbacks that pass through

cut blocks 14-49 and 14-60. The image also shows the locations of the 2011 landslide

initiation point, slide path, and Points of Diversion (POT) of the Laird Creek water

users (FPB, 2013).
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Figure 3: The red dashed line shows the overlap of the Ungulate Winter Range

management area (UWR Unit Number: 178) with the Laird Creek watershed polygon.

An UWR management area is a legally designated area that meets the winter

habitat requirements of an ungulate species. Activities within these areas are

managed to protect or conserve the habitat of the ungulate species (Ministry of

FLNRORD, 2021b).
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Figure 4: The red dashed line outlines an area within which a critical habitat (CH ID:

90894) of a species at risk, listed on Schedule 1 of the federal Species at Risk Act

(SARA), has been proposed for identification. The species at risk in this area is

Whitebark Pine (Pinus albicaulis). The yellow polygon is a rough outline of the Laird

Creek watershed (Ministry of FLNRORD, 2021b).
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Figure 5: Critical habitat (CH) overlying yellow polygon of the Laird Creek watershed.

The red dashed line outlines an area within the Laird Creek watershed that a critical

habitat (CH ID: 112518) of a species at risk, listed on Schedule 1 of the federal Species at

Risk Act (SARA), has been proposed for identification. The species at risk in this area is

Whitebark Pine (Pinus albicaulis) (Ministry of FLNRORD, 2021b).
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Figure 6: The green polygon within the yellow Laird Creek watershed polygon is an

area of the watershed that is recommended for legal designation of Old-growth

Management (Non Legal OGMA Prov ID: DSE_3794) to maintain existing old forest or

protection of future old forest and retain associated values such as wildlife habitat

and cultural uses (Ministry of FLNRORD, 2021b).
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Figure 7: The Laird Creek watershed overlaps with three scenic areas of partial

retention visual quality objectives (VLI Polygon IDs: 223366, 223368 and 223374). These

are legally designated areas that are subject to visual quality objectives (VQOs) to

limit some activities that have a noticeable visible impact on the land. For areas of

partial retention, any proposed development needs to be small to medium in scale

and look natural. Forestry operations must be consistent with the VQOs (Ministry of

FLNRORD, 2021b).
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Figure 8: Map of Limited Entry Hunt (LEH) lottery mountain goat zone (Kootenay

4-18, zone A), within which the Laird Creek watershed is situated. Participation in the

LEH draw is available to any resident of BC who legally possesses a BC Resident

Hunter Number. The purpose of Limited Entry Hunting is to achieve wildlife

management objectives without resorting to such measures as shortening seasons

or completely closing areas. It is only introduced where it has become necessary to

limit the number of hunters, limit the number of animals that may be taken, or limit

the harvest to a certain class of animal. The Zones are valid during the LEH hunting

season, and changes are made effective July 1st of each year. Some zones change

frequently, some change rarely (GeoBC, 2010).
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Figure 9: The red dashed line outlines the overlap of Laird Creek watershed and the

Trapline Area (Trapline Area: 2728266). A trapline area is an area designated by a

regional manager of the recreational fisheries and wildlife programs for licensed

trappers to trap fur-bearing animals (Ministry of FLNRORD, 2021b).
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Figure 10: Map of the proposed road and cutblock development by Cooper Creek

Cedar Ltd. (CCC) in the Laird Creek watershed. The red lines mark the proposed road

extensions and spurs, the grey polygons outlined with dashed lines contain the

proposed cutblocks 404-3 and 404-4. The orange polygon contains cutblock 410-1

which was harvested in 2019, and the green polygon contains the previously

developed area of BCTS. Grey polygons outlined with solid lines contain private

property (LCWU, personal communication, October 7, 2021).
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Figure 11: Map sent to Laird Creek residents regarding the scheduled road

construction, for December 2021, on the lower Balfour face. Cutblocks 404-15 and

404-6 and their access roads are situated uphill of Balfour residential housing in the

watershed adjacent to Laird Creek (LCWU, personal communication, December 8,

2021).
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Figure 12: Map presenting proposed tenure locations for She Shreds Mountain

Adventures to operate a snowmobile business. The red lined polygon labeled

‘Redfish’ identifies the Haiseldean and Noakes Lakes area of the Laird Creek

watershed subalpine region (LCWU, personal communication, November 13, 2021).
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Additional CP 404 map
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Additional CP 404 map
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Laird extension (Halleran, 2020)

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1weQj8bkPfenOiuIrGC2HfLp1xKMj3Vk6
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Laird extension (Halleran, 2020)

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1weQj8bkPfenOiuIrGC2HfLp1xKMj3Vk6
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Sitkum Consulting Balfour Face FSR 8.1 km to 12.2 km (POT) deactivation

prescriptions (Dec 2, 2011)

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1twCX_nBR3BbJt4l5Rr5Ka8X2nX0Zh4F0
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Landslide report (Sitkum Consulting, 2011)
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